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Hello, good afternoon.  My name is Patrick Yee.  I’m an illustrator.  I come from a very 

small country called Singapore.  Besides being an illustrator, I’m also an art teacher 

in one of the art colleges and most of the times my students will ask me how do you 

manage to get your book published, because I almost got 100 books published in UK, 

in America  and I always tell them, you can walk out from Singapore.  Like me, I go for 

holidays to UK or America, and I will bring along my portfolio, my name card as well.  

So I when I reach there, I will look for the publisher and then I will leave my portfolio 

with the receptionist and tell them that I will be back another time.  So when I come 

back; shop around, go back to the publisher.  If they like your work the art director will 

see you, if they don’t like your work, its ok, they will leave a very nice message in your 

portfolio.  You have to try many times like me, when I went to Walker books or Archer 

books, and I’ve been there 3 or 4 times and they are fed up of me and have had to com-

mission me a job.  So persistence pays. When you go to see an art director at the pub-

lisher, it is most important to have a strong portfolio.  Besides a strong portfolio, when 

you go to the publisher; you make sure what kind of books they publish.  You cannot go 

to a publisher, that publishes adult books and bring children books to them.  You have 

to notice what kind of style they use to publish as well.  Before you go, make sure you 

go to some of the libraries or some book store to check out this. 



I do all kinds of mediums and techniques.  I use poster colours, water colours, mix 

medium collage etc.  This is my country, a very small dot in the world map.  And me, 

showing off my books.  This is my book published in UK called, “Anna the Ballerina”.  

It is published by Orchard Books in 1994.  You now know how old I am.  I’m using poster 

colour for this book and using Chinese ink to do the outline.  This book has been pub-

lished in UK and translated to 5 languages. These 2 books were my very first books, 

published in UK, published by ABC called “All Books for Children”.  During that time in 

1996, this publisher was very new in UK.  I was so lucky to show them my dummy, and 

they had no artist at all, so they selected me and published my book.  I’m lucky. I used 

to draw very young children like Suzie.  This is “Little Buddy meets Bobo”.  And every-

where he will wear a flower, so Bobo goes and meets every friend with a flower on top.  

Eventually he finds Bobo.  Here’s another book is called “Colours for Katie” by Walker 

Books.  Walker Books is one of the big publishers in UK and it’s very difficult to get in.  

Their artwork is very special and they needed someone to recommend and I tried to call 

many times and made appointments.  They wouldn’t see me at all.  But eventually I 

kept on calling and calling, they said “ ok, we give you 5 minutes”.  But when they saw 

my work, they eventually commissioned my work for  Richard James, the writer.  This is 

a series book.  I also used poster colours and I used coloured pencils.  These are some of 

the pictures inside.  The next book is called “Winter Rabbit” also published by ABC in 

1993, long time ago.  Also I’m using poster colours, and this time I’m using marker to 

outline winter rabbit.  It is a picture book with only a few words. Another book is called 

“Lucy & Dodo at the Farm” published by Orchard Books.  The same thing, I used very 

strong colour because this is for very young aged kids, so colour for them is very impor-

tant.  Some of the pictures inside.  Another book is called “Daddynapped”.  This is my 

recent book, published by a local Singapore publisher.  I’m using chalk pastel and 

pencil.  Another one is “Candy Series” by a Singapore publisher.  I’m using collage, I’m 

using Chinese paper to tear the outline and do the collage.  It’s a series book as well.  It’s 

a series book of ten.  Some of the pictures inside.  And this is published by Chronicle, 

“On Being Happy”.  They published 2 copies, this is the first one.  I will show you the 

second book.  Some of the books are using poster colour and acrylic without any lines.  

It’s a very soft pastel look.  And this is some of the drawings in the books.  I’m using 

acrylic as well.  And this is Asian Folk Tales.  I’m using water colours this time and in 

this books I’m using lines.  This is by a local publisher.  And some of the drawings inside. 

And that is the book we did online with watercolors.  Ok, besides using poster colours, 

water colours I also use alternative methods and this is great fun.  I use sand, I use batik 



inks for fabric, I use food colouring; food colour for baking cakes and transparency alu-

minum foil and sand.  This is the book called “The Happy Balloon”. In this one I used 

batik paint and the colour is so much brighter than water colour.  And the line work I 

used very scribbled and very free lines to draw.  Some of the pictures inside.  With this 

“Happy Balloon”, the boy brings happiness to all the people around the world.  This boy 

tries to make them happy.  So he runs up to the top floor and shows the happy balloon 

and shouts, be happy!  This is where I have used food coloring, and the colour is very 

bright as well.  Then the “Winter Rabbit”, this is one of my favourite books using batik 

paint and food color mixed together and you get the very very bright colour.  And some 

of the pictures inside.  On the left hand side I used some flowers to the collages.  And this 

is the “fireman”, also using food color.  Me again, and I’m lucky that most of my work 

turn into soft toys, CDs and T-shirts, things like that. This is the “Rosie Rabbit”, one of 

my favourite books and one of my most popular books in UK.  It is translated into 8 

languages and these are pretty fat books, you can flip and play around and with very 

strong colour.  I don’t use computer, I draw by hand.  And this is the “fireman”, the soft 

toys.  And “funky monkey” with the soft toys as well.  So when they read the books, they 

come with CD and soft toys, so they can sing and play along.  And this is my latest book 

published by this year, called “What Happens to me at the Hospital?”  And this is great 

fun when I did this book because I went to the hospital.  This is specially for the kids.  So 

I went to the kid’s operation room and see how they do the operation.  I had to do all 

the sketches and everything with the story.  And it comes with a soft toy for the kids to 

play around. This one they get from the “On Being Happy”.  So they come with the 

canvas bag and they are selling very well in Singapore.  And some of the drawing as 

well.  I did a series of board books for Orchard Books.  They are printed in many lan-

guages, I don’t know what language is that.  IKEA liked it so much and printed it to a 

postcard, a series of postcards.  Now they are selling in IKEA furniture store.  And this is 

“Tiny Caterpillar”.  They come with all the CDs and with the music as well.  And I did 

one book for Colours Singapore.  Inside they come with postcards, notebooks.  And some 

of the T-shirts I’m designing for some of the local shop.  Some of them.  I’m happy that 

recently I reached my target of 100 books.  From that you can see illustration is not only 

for books, you can do commercial, basic and other things like greeting cards, T-shirts, 

post cards etc., not only on books.  Besides doing books I also set up workshops for stu-

dents, teachers and parents and they are all working parents and teachers.  They come 

to my workshop at 7 and finish at 10’O clock.  And they are extremely hardworking.  

Know they are doing a style on “On Being Happy”.  These are some of my students, 



adult students they are bankers, housewives, a finance broker, everything.  They just 

have fun because this is not a serious kind of workshop, so they play with all kind of 

material I am teaching them like water colours, poster colours, collage etc.  And I’m 

happy that some of them get their book published.  And some of the work they are 

doing with poster colour.  And imprint making, transparent with aluminum foil.  And 

some of the work they did.  Besides doing workshop for normal children, parents, things 

like that, I also do for special kids.  And they do wonderful books as well. Whenever I go 

there every week, he can count the station from station to station, he can memorize 

every station and he only draws buses, stations and trains.  So we give him a book to 

draw all kinds of trains and buses and come out really really fantastic work.  And this 

is Pithing.  Pithing cannot walk, she is handicapped.  But she can do many works and 

she always represents our budding artists who go to different places to give talks etc.  

And some of the kids I’m teaching, they are fun to work with actually.  We are also 

invited to charity shows, like this one we did a charity show and their paintings were 

doing quite well.  Most of the paintings were sold for a few hundred dollars.  And they 

also have exhibitions in the library in the MIP station and all places.  And these are our 

budding artists.  I started my budding artists with only 4 students and  class.  Budding 

artists has been expanded to 7 classes now.  Besides doing all this, we are also doing 

charity work and do volunteer work and this time I went to Thailand, Arotai.  This 

country, the children without a passport, so they could not go anywhere, so I got this 

opportunity to go there to teach them and bring back their work and sell in Singapore.  

We raised about 20,000 in Singapore and all the money was donated to them. They had 

no library, now they have their own library, the books.  And I’m lucky that one of my 

friends came along with me to do the charity work.  Later I will show you some of the 

pictures, and some are slides we went there.  The video is a bit blurred, but you can still 

see.  They speak in Chinese, hopefully you can understand what they are speaking 

about.

We also helped them to do the wormy road.  It’s called Hui Hun. the kids go there 

for everything because they have no passport, cannot go anywhere at all.  So we built 

things for them and we sold these things for them.  And now people will commission 

them directly to that teacher and the principal there.  So we have helped them by teach-

ing them different methods of drawing, so when people want to do any books or any 

picture, they will directly contact the principal there and they will get commissioned.  So 

they can survive.  Because when I first reached there, they only had one textbook and 



they read the text book over and over again.  One day the same page, second day also 

the same page and fifth day again the same page.  We asked them what they like.  They 

like books, so this is a great opportunity for them to illustrate their own books and sell 

their work and get money to buy more books for their library.  And now they have built 

a very strong library.  And this is some of their work, done with poster colour or acrylic.  

And this is a sand.  And this is our charity sale in Singapore, doing quite well.  And 

all the friends will help out to sell the painting.  This is all about 35 paintings, luckily 

the people sold the paintings and donated the money to them.  Lots of people, because 

of this famous star in Singapore helped out.  Just to summarize that illustration is not 

only for books, we can do lots of things to enhance our illustrations.  And I hope that 

this will pass, I will go around because I would like to pass my technique of drawing to 

each student, children, so that when they grow up they will pass on and pass on.  So 

technique of drawing besides using computer ad this hand draw drawing will pass on 

and that’s all I want to talk about.  Thank you.


